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lie cause had cooled, popular passion, as is often the
case, became incarnate in an individual, entered into
and took possession of him.

Jacques Clement was a Burgundian monk, ignor-
ant, violent and fanatical; encouraged by his superiors
he determined to strike down the murderer of the
champion of the Church, the ally of heretics, the per^
secutor of God's people. No means were neglected
which might raise his enthusiasm to the highest pitch.
He was introduced to the Duchess of Montpensier,
perhaps to other leaders of the League, who promised
him all that could tempt the ambition of a friar in
this world and the next.

He executed his purpose with the deliberate sim-
plicity and success of a man too much in earnest, or
too stupid, to be distracted by any apprehension of
consequences to himself or others.

The assassination of Henry III. saved Paris. The
Duchess of Montpensier fell on the neck of the mes-
senger who brought her the tidings of the King's
death; the townspeople gave way to transports of
unreasoning joy. The assassin was honoured as a
saint and as a martyr, his image and those of the
two Guises were placed on the altars of the churches
and received the adoration of the faithful.